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1881. 1891. 

Natiyeborn, 8,580 8,650 

Born in England, 390 460 

" " Scotland 270 230 

" " Ireland, 430 310 

" " Newfoundland, 10 20 

" " other British Possessions, . . 6 10 

" " European countries, .... 91 110 

" " United States 181 170 

" " other countries, 42 40 

10,000 10,000 

No. 12. July, 1892. Manufactures in Cities, Towns, and Villages. 

No. 13. August, 1892. Wages. 

Returns are made for the first time as to whether manufacturing 
establishments run full or half time. In the year ended April, 1891, 
64.3 per cent worked full time. 

NO. 14. September, 1892. Mortality. 

Evidence is introduced to show that the returns of deaths are fairly 
accurate. According to the returns the death rate in 1890-91 was 
14.10 per 1000. In the Province of Quebec and in Ontario the 
death rate of the French Canadians is much higher than that of the 
rest of the community. Mortality tables according to age periods are 
also given. Over two-fifths of the deaths were of persons who had 
not reached the fifth year. The birth rate is estimated at 28.3 per 
1000. In the Province of Quebec it was the highest, 36.86. 

No. 15. January, 1893. Mortality. 

This supplements Bulletin 14 in giving the causes of death. The 
classification of the Registrar-General of England is adopted. 



REPORTS OF LABOR STATISTICS. 



Third Biennial Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of Minne- 
sota, 1891-92. L. G. Powers, Commissioner. Minneapolis, 1893. 
Pp. 446. 

This report is composed of four parts, as follows: 1. Factory 
Inspection ; 2. Inventions in Flour-Making Machinery, and the Prices 
of Wheat, Flour, etc. ; 3. Trade Unions ; 4. Mortgage Foreclosures 
and Redemptions and Land Values in Minnesota in the Years 1881 
and 1891. 
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Much of the material is of a descriptive and historical character 
rather than statistical. This of course in no way detracts from its 
value, for the material is much better presented than is frequently the 
case in similar reports. An effort is made to collect statistics of acci- 
dents in factories, but the Board finds great reluctance on the part of 
employers to make true returns. 

The question of factory accidents has led the Bureau to inquire into 
the workings of the German Accident Insurance Act, and tables are 
reprinted from the Statistisches Jahrbuch for 1892, presenting the 
results for the year 1890. 

The chapter on Trade Unions describes at length the history of 
twenty of the principal workmen's organizations in the United States. 

Tenth Annual Report of the Bureau of Labor of Michigan, Feb. 1, 
1893. Henry A. Robinson, Commissioner. Lansing, 1893. Pp. 
1353. 

This bulky volume is made up of various compilations, somewhat 
heterogeneous in character. Section III, for example, "treats of 
sociology, giving some explanations of the tenents thereof." Part II 
contains an investigation of the building trades ; Part III contains the 
investigation of mortgage indebtedness ; Part IV relates to royalties 
on the unearned investments of mines and timber; Part V treats of 
pauperism and the defective classes ; and other portions deal with the 
cost of living, farm mortgages, and strikes. The Michigan Report is 
in need of more careful editing. 

Fifth Biennial Report of the Commissioner of Labor, Census, and 
Industrial Statistics. Wisconsin, 1891-92. Madison, 1892. Pp. 
175. 

About one-half of this report is devoted to statistics of the building 
trades and of manufactures. The other portion is a record of factory 
inspection. Statistics are largely confined to wages and hours of 
labor. 

Fifth Annual Report of the Commissioner of Industrial Statistics 
of Rhode Island. Providence, 1892. Pp. 191. 

This issue is devoted exclusively to children and child labor. It is 
found that the employment of children is not so great as formerly, 
although the population has increased. The total number of children 
employed is 5273, of which 2977 are boys and 2296 are girls. By 
a.2.e these are classed as follows : — 
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10 years of age, 264 

11 •' " " 381 

12 " " " 935 

13 " " " 1,134 

14 " " " 2,339 

55 per cent of the children are native born, and 45 per cent foreign 
born. 80 per cent have foreign born parents. The greatest number 
of children are employed in the cotton and woollen industries. Sta- 
tistics of wages are also added. 

Seventh Annual Report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of Connec- 
ticut for the Tear Ending Nov. SO, 1891. Hartford. 2 vols. Pp. 1510. 

Mr. Samuel M. Hotchkiss, recently Commissioner of Labor Sta- 
tistics in Connecticut, undertook a most laborious but useful task in 
devoting the energies of his office to an inquiry of the fraternal 
mutual benefit societies in operation in his commonwealth. He 
accordingly brings together the results of his investigations relating 
to the fraternal mutual benefits societies of all kinds; life, sick, and 
funeral benefit; trades unions with sick and funeral benefits; and 
endowment societies. The inquiry covers five years, and the results 
are full of interest. 

There are in Connecticut 386 fraternal mutual benefit societies of 
all kinds, with 974 branches or lodges. The membership at the close 
of the year 1891 was 126,613, of which about 8000 were women. 
116 of the societies insure lives. In 1891 all the societies received 
from their members $1,411,458, and expenditures were $1,159,515, 
divided as follows : — 

Sick and funeral benefits, $319,190 

Death payments, 465,245 

Expense of management 296,722 

A summary of these statistics is presented in the following table : — 

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE OP MEMBERS. ALL SOCIETIES BY 
GROUPS AND YEARS. 
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74,554 






20,848 






46,092 






1888 


85,739 


11,185 


15.00 


24,597 


3,749 


17.98 


52,950 


6,858 


14.87 


1889 


95,829 


10,090 


11.77 


27,839 


3,342 


13.18 


58,643 


5,093 


10.75 


1890 


111,587 


15,758 


16.44 


30,729 


2,890 


10.38 


69,232 


10,589 


18.05 


1891 


126,613 


15,026 


13.47 


32,898 


2,169 


7.05 


79,921 


10,689 


15.43 
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Note on Labor Bureaus. 

(Table continued.) 
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Trade Unions. 


Endowment. 


Years. 


Members. 


Increase. 


Percentage 
of Increase. 


Members. 


Increase. 


Percentage 
of Increase. 


1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 


7,614 
8,124 
8,492 
9,239 
10,042 


510 
368 
747 
803 


6.69 
4.52 
8.79 
8.69 


68 

855 

2,387 

3,752 


68 

787 

1,532 

1,365 


100.00 

1,157.35 

179.18 

57.18 



The statistics are well digested, and the whole work is worthy of 
study and reference. 



NOTE ON LABOR BUREAUS. 



Some time since an account was given in these Publications of the 
establishment in France of a Bureau of Labor. The information has 
recently been received of the foundation of a Labor Bureau in Great 
Britain with the well-known statistician, Mr. Robert Gift'en, at its 
head. It is gratifying to note the influence of our own Department 
of Labor in this connection. Dr. E. R. L. Gould having contributed a 
decided impetus to the movement towards the creation of the Bureau. 
In December, 1892, he appeared before the Labor Commission, now 
sitting, and gave a lengthy and exhaustive testimony in regard to the 
labor bureaus in the United States. Being plied with innumerable 
questions, he has given a very interesting and very accurate account 
of the Department of Labor, which contains perhaps the best state- 
ment which has been made of its work and methods. As Dr. Gould 
had been several years in Europe, it does not detract from the value 
of his testimony to note a slight inaccuracy in regard to an event of 
recent date. Dr. Gould was incorrectly informed in representing 
that the Department of Labor was unwilling to take up the work 
recently assumed under the direction of the Finance Committee of the 
Senate, and disowned responsibility for the results (No. 6512). The 
Commissioner, on the contrary, was glad of the opportunity of doing 
this statistical work despite the burden upon his office which it in- 
volved. He limited his work and his responsibility, however, to the 
collection of the facts, leaviug to the committee the labor and respon- 
sibility of the analysis of them. 



